Criteria, Terms and Conditions approved by the Minister for Health and Children for the Crisis Pregnancy Agency under S.I. No. 446 of 2001
The Crisis Pregnancy Agency is required, in accordance with Article 25(3)(a) of Statutory Instrument No. 446 of 2001 (as amended by S.I. No. 175 of 2007) to establish, not less than once in every period of three years, such criteria, terms and conditions in relation to the entering into arrangements and the provision of financial assistance as, having regard to its functions, it considers appropriate and to submit them to the Minister for approval.

In accordance with this requirement, the following criteria, terms and conditions have been devised for use in relation to the entering into arrangements and the provision of financial assistance by the Agency. These criteria, terms and conditions are operative from 1 July 2007 until 30 June 2010 unless rescinded or replaced in accordance with S.I. No. 446 of 2001.

1. The Agency may, subject to its available resources, and in accordance with these criteria, terms and/or conditions, enter into an arrangement with and provide financial assistance to a person in respect of any service or activity the object of which is to assist the Agency in the attainment of the objectives specified in Article 4(i)(a), 4(i)(b) and/or 4(i)(c) of S.I. No. 446 of 2001 (as amended by S.I. No. 175 of 2007).

Article 4 sets out the functions of the Agency.  Specifically, Article 4(i)(a) – 4(i)(c) states that the functions of the Agency are:

“4


(i)
in consultation with the Departments of State specified in the Schedule and with such other persons as considered appropriate, to prepare a strategy to address the issue of crisis pregnancy, this strategy to provide, inter alia, for:

(a)
a reduction in the number of crisis pregnancies by the provision of education, advice and contraceptive services;

(b)
a reduction in the number of women with crisis pregnancies who opt for abortion by offering services and supports which make other options more attractive;

(c)
the provision of counselling services, medical services and such other health services for the purpose of providing support, after crisis pregnancy, as may be deemed appropriate by the Agency”

2.
To assist the Agency in attaining these objectives, the Agency will, in particular, consider entering into arrangements and providing financial assistance for the provision of specific services or projects in the areas of:
i. Knowledge, particularly for adolescents, about Relationships and Sex: To achieve measurable improvements in knowledge about relationships and sex across a range of settings. 

ii. Contraception: To improve access to and information on contraception and contraceptive services – particularly for at risk groups.

iii. Continuation of Pregnancy: To improve the range and nature of supports to those opting to continue with a crisis pregnancy and to ensure that women, their partners and families are fully informed about these supports.
iv. Crisis Pregnancy Services: To improve access to and delivery of crisis pregnancy counselling services and counselling services, medical services and such other health services for the purpose of providing support, after crisis pregnancy.

3.  The Applicant (whether a person or body) for financial assistance must 

     demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Agency that the service or activity 
     for which funding is sought fulfils one or more of the following aims: 

i. The building of capacity in existing services, both in terms of increasing the level and quality of services provided; and/or

ii. the identification and filling of gaps in service provision relating to crisis pregnancy; and/or

iii. the identification and support of innovative models in service provision relating to the functions of the Agency.
4.
The Applicant for financial assistance must demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Agency that the following criteria are satisfied:-

i The Applicant adheres to the Agency’s application process for financial assistance.

ii The Applicant agrees to a standard monitoring process for all service providers.

iii The Applicant’s proposal is based on evidence and the Applicant is committed to and/or demonstrates compliance with good practice.

iv The project will provide additional services, rather than providing a replacement source of funding for existing services, save in exceptional circumstances as may be identified from time to time by the Agency.
v The project demonstrates clear client benefit in terms of additional services or improved service quality.

vi The Applicant agrees to be fully accountable to the Agency in respect of funds received and agrees to comply with any direction of the Agency in respect of the submission of audited accounts to the Agency and other requirements of the Agency and where the Applicant is a body, it has clear governance structures.

vii The Applicant demonstrates to the satisfaction of the Agency an established system of good financial practices and agrees to operate same in accordance with the principles of good financial governance required by the Agency.

viii The Applicant, through its work, supports the principles contained in the Code of Ethics of the Agency as outlined below: 

The principles contained in the Code of Ethics of the Agency state that the Crisis Pregnancy Agency will be supportive of agencies which:

· use professional approaches to counsel, educate and provide information to the public

· fully inform clients of their organisation’s ethos 

· promote informed decision-making in resolving issues regarding crisis pregnancy and related sexual health matters

· use reliable research and responsible monitoring and evaluation methods to ensure accountability and good practice

· work to promote equity of access and quality for clients

· provide appropriate referrals when the information or service requested by the client is not available.

5.
The Applicant for financial assistance must demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Agency that it is in compliance with the following terms:

i. Application for Financial Assistance
An Applicant applying for financial assistance from the Agency must either submit a proposal following a nationally advertised funding call by the Agency, or must complete the Agency’s application form.

ii. Tax clearance certificate/tax reference number/CHY number

The Applicant must provide a tax reference number or a Charitable Status (CHY) number on the application for a grant. For grants over €6,000, Non-Charitable Organisations must submit a current tax clearance certificate from the Revenue Commissioners, at the time the grant is being allocated. Groups recognised as Charities by the Revenue Commissioners do not need to produce a tax clearance certificate.

iii. Service level agreement
An Applicant wishing to receive financial assistance from the Agency must complete and sign a service level agreement with the Agency for a period not exceeding three years, the precise period to be determined by the Agency at its discretion, which the Agency will draw up and which will specify conditions, including (but not limited to) the following:

a) Services to be provided

b) Governance and monitoring arrangements, including reporting arrangements and key performance indicators

c) Financial monitoring and accounting

d) Funding arrangements

e) Participation requirements

f) Protocol for references to the Agency

g) Governing statute and legislation

h) Grievance procedures

i) Confidentiality

j) Termination of the Agreement

k) Indemnification

l) Administrative arrangements

iv. Continuation of Financial Assistance
Any decisions as to the continuation of financial assistance are within the sole discretion of the Agency, and the Agency will require to be satisfied as to the Applicant’s continued compliance with the Criteria, Terms and Conditions before considering whether to enter into a further arrangement and provide financial assistance to an applicant who/which has previously received such assistance from the Agency. In addition to the foregoing, the provision of financial assistance by the Agency in such circumstances will be subject to an applicant demonstrating full compliance with the terms and conditions of any existing or pre-existing service level agreement referred to at 5(iii) above.
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